
The Guy in the Glass 
by Dale Wimbrow, (c) 1934 
 
When you get what you want in your struggle for self, 
And the world makes you King for a day, 
Then go to the mirror and look at yourself, 
And see what that guy has to say. 
  
For it isn't your Father, or Mother, or Wife, 
Who judgment upon you must pass. 
The feller whose verdict counts most in your life 
Is the guy staring back from the glass. 
  
He's the feller to please, never mind all the rest, 
For he's with you clear up to the end, 
And you've passed your most dangerous, difficult test 
If the guy in the glass is your friend. 
  
You may be like Jack Horner and "chisel" a plum, 
And think you're a wonderful guy, 
But the man in the glass says you're only a bum 
If you can't look him straight in the eye. 
  
You can fool the whole world down the pathway of years, 
And get pats on the back as you pass, 
But your final reward will be heartaches and tears 
If you've cheated the guy in the glass. 
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  TTT   o day we celebrate the giant of a man, 

both in stature and in his presence, that was our Jimmy.  
Jimmy was the first-born son to Fran and Jim Sr. He became a big brother shortly thereafter, first 

to his sister, Julie Miles (who passed away on January 6, 2011) and then to his youngest sibling, 
Jeremy. 

Jim embraced life with a passion and a flair for living. He did things his way and in his timeframe.  
You never had to wonder his stance on matters he found important– his booming voice and the 
authoritative way in which he spoke would make sure you knew.  

While at College Park High School, Jimmy threw himself into all the extracurricular community 
activities that make high school fun, enriching and a lasting memory. His passion for government 
and politics manifested itself at a young age as Jim ran for and became student body president 
becoming known to his fellow students as the “BMOC” or the “big-man-on-campus.”  

Jim was passionate about football and played with heart and talent at College Park, then at Diablo 
Valley College, and then ultimately for a division one school, Cal Berkeley. After his career as a 
football player, he channeled this passion into coaching at both College Park and DVC. He always 
said he raised many boys through the coaching he provided – on the field and off. 

In his mid-twenties, Jim decided to embark on the adventure of a lifetime traveling to Europe. The 
opening line of his travel journal provides insight into the man he was seeking to become: “Journal 
of a Lost Soul.” 

His trip to Europe would lay a foundation for how Jim lived his life over the coming years. He 
embarked on a life-long journey to live life richly seeking adventure and growth through travel. 
Jim’s world-wide travels helped him gain a unique perspective many do not get the opportunity to 
experience. 

When Jim’s dad passed away at just 53, Jim took over his landscaping supply business and built it 
into a successful company. It provided for Jim’s continued travels and further experiences. 

At the age of 45, Jim helped to welcome into the world his beautiful son Jules, named in 
remembrance of his sister, Julie.  Although he never expected his life adventures would include 
fatherhood, he embraced it with the same passion and gusto with which he embraced everything. 

Jimmy left us far too young, but his memory will live on in the impact he left on all our lives, the 
stories we will continue to share, and especially in the legacy he left behind: his son Jules. 

   
 

Welcome by Orlando Castro (childhood friend, brother-in-law)  

“Walking in Daddy’s  Footsteps” by Fran Sherwood (Jim’s mom) 

Remembrances: Jeremy Cloward (younger brother) 

Photo Montage: “Little Jimmy” 
“Life in a Northern Town” by Dream Academy 
“If” by Rudyard Kipling:  
read by Beth Portello (lifelong friend) 
Remembrances:  Coach Bill Kepler (friend and fellow CPHS coach) 

Photo Montage: “Journey of a Lost Soul” 
“Here Comes the Sun” by The Beatles 
Remembrances:  Jack Steiner (close friend and Delta Sig fraternity brother) 

Remembrances:  Steve Brackett (close friend and Delta Sig fraternity brother) 

Photo Montage: “Big Jim” 
“Wild Horses” by The Rolling Stones 
“Defining Moments” by Laurie Korn (Jim’s life partner) 

Photo Montage: “Jimmy’s a Dad!” 
“Morning” by Beck 
The Story Behind the Sun Mandala:  Cindy Dodge (sister-in-law, friend) 

Open Microphone 

End note:  Orlando Castro 

“The Guy in the Glass” by Dale Wimbrow 
read by Orlando Castro 
Ceremony close:  “Rock the Casbah” video of Jules and photo montage 
Please join us for further memory sharing at the home of Laurie’s mother located at 301 Twinview Drive in 
Pleasant Hill.  

Contributions to a scholarship fund for Jules can be made via the Give Forward family support campaign. Go 
to www.giveforward.com and type in Jim or Laurie’s first and last name to find the campaign. All funds are 
being directed to a Scholar Share account established in Jules’ name. 
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